For the frequency and fatality of these affections, in former times, as described by the native writers on the subject, three principal reasons may be now assigned.
1. The barbarous practice of burning or cauterizing the navel string, which, we are told, is not yet quite disused by ignorant midwives ; and this injurious practice might possibly, in former times, have given rise to some cases of trismus, or locked jaw.
2. The abuse of white lead, or alvialdi, formerly much used as an application to the excoriations of infants ; and, in this way, many are believed (as I state on the authority of an eminent native practitioner) to have been poisoned during the first week or seven days.
3. The bowels of the infants were neglected and mismanaged ; and unsuitable medicine, as coarse molasses, for example, was given to carry off the meconium. This remedy, by begetting acidity in the first passages, increased rather than relieved the irritation of these parts. He happened to think of the guaco, of which he had a piece at hand. An infusion of it was instantly prepared, of which a desert spoonful was given the cat every half-hour till she had taken three or four doses, alter each of which she became more and more revived ; and in a few hours after visited her kittens, which were only a week or two old. 
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